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Essay Factors

1. Bismarckôs role in shaping Prussian policy

2. Bismarckôs role in the Prusso/Danish War 

1864

3. Bismarckôs role in the Austro/Prussian War 

1866

4. Bismarckôs role in the Franco/Prussian War 

1870 - 1871



Role in shaping Prussian Policy

Â Prussian constitutional crisis over funding of 

armed forces

Â Bismarck appointed Chancellor in 1862

Â Policies ïhard line against Prussian 

parliamentôs opposition to army modernisation 

ïanti liberal

Â Aimed to unite German states under Prussian 

leadership



Role in shaping Prussian Policy

Â Tactics ïRealpolitikïdoing what is possible but not 

necessarily desirable ïruthless operator

Â Aimed to use Prussian military and economic power 

to unite German states

Â Aimed to isolate Austria e.gPrussia opposed 

proposals to strengthen the Bund (German 

Confederation) in 1862 suggested by Austria 

Â Austria was a threat to possible German unification 

due to influence over smaller German states



The Prusso Danish War 1864

Â Quarrel over who should be the next ruler of 
the Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein ï
succession crisis

Â Dispute between Denmark and Prussia 
supported by Austria

Â Prussia against Extension of Danish influence 
over the duchies

Â Bismarck used the dispute ïsaw advantages 
for Prussia



The Prusso Danish War 1864

Â Aims ïhoped to defeat Denmark, discredit Austria 

and the Bund and enlarge Prussia as a step towards 

German unification

Â Bismarck managed to create divisions between 

Austria and her allies in the Bund over who should 

rule in the future in Schleswig and Holstein

Â Prussia went to war with Denmark over Danish 

attempts to take over HolsteinïPrussian victory



The Prusso Danish War 1864

Â Bismarck provoked a second war with 
Denmark just as other Great Powers in Europe 
were about to step in to settle the dispute ï
Danes were heavily defeated again

Â Convention of Gastein decided the future of 
the Duchies ïPrussia ruled Schleswig/Austria 
ruled Holstein ïAustria felt to be grabbing 
land by smaller German states

Â Austria had been outmanoeuvred by Bismarck


