
Bismarckôs Appointment

The Early Years 1862-63



Bismarckôs aims in 1862

Â Read pp. 58-60 ïwhich of the following most 
accurately describe Bismarckôs aims in 1862?

Â To bring about German unity

Â To weaken Austria

Â To follow a traditional, military programme in 
Prussia

Â To take advantage of opportunities presented to 
him

Â To follow an idealistic liberal / nationalist agenda



The Constitutional Crisis I

Â Liberals were very concerned with Bismarckôs 
appointment ïthey didnôt expect him to last long!

Â ñ Germany does not look to Prussian liberalism, but 
to its power. Bavaria, Wurttemburg, Baden can 
indulge in liberalism, but no one will expect them to 
undertake Prussiaôs roleé.It is not through 
speeches and majority decisions that the great 
questions of the day are decided. That was the 
great mistake of 1848-9. It is by blood and iron.ò



Constitutional Crisis II

Â This speech was meant 
to appease the liberals. 
For German 
nationalism, Prussia 
would need a strong 
army.

Â The words backfired 
though and provoked 
the liberals into 
resistance.



Constitutional Crisis III

Â Bismarck went ahead and financed the 
plans out of existing taxation and when he 
raised new illegal taxes he threatened the 
liberals by saying that he had 200,000 
soldiers ready to ópersuade themô!

ÂFor 4 years, this continued and von Roonôs 
plans were fully followed through.

Â The liberals were powerless as they had no 
military force to do anything about it. They 
also failed to organise a tax boycott.



The end of the crisis

ÂBismarck hoped that success in foreign 
policy would bring his opponents on 
side.

ÂAfter defeating Denmark in 1864 and 
Austria in 1866, the Prussian 
Parliament passed the Indemnity Bill 
which effectively legalised 
retrospectively, Bismarckôs actions.



Bismarckôs prospects

ÂTake one section each of pp. 60-62. 
Brainstorm the factors that were on 
Bismarckôs side in 1862.
ïArmy

ïEconomy

ïZollverein

ïNationalism

ïInternational situation



The Polish Revolt I

Â In the 18C. Poland had 
been divided up 
between Russia, 
Prussia and Austria.

Â In 1863 the inhabitants 
of Russian Poland rose 
up against the Tsar.

Â Tsar Alexander II 
ordered the protest to 
be suppressed ï
Britain, France and 
Austria objected.


